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MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 


SUBJECT: Security Clearances for Congressional Staff 


Our review of security clearances granted to Congressional staffers indicates 
that there are presently 431 staffers, including GAO, who have compartmented 
security clearances recognized by DoD. These all have collateral Top 

Secret clearances, In addition, there are 591 staffers, including the 
Library of Congress and Congressional Budget Office, who have Top Secret 

or Secret clearances recognized by the Department. We believe these 
burgeoning numbers require some follow-on steps to your letter of 

July 21, 1978, to Speaker O'Neil] and the guidelines for the issuance 

of compartmented procedures that accompanied the letter. 


I recommend that a small interagency group, perhaps in the SCC structure, 
be convened to discuss follow-on measures. We think a quota system under 
which each Congressional committee whose jurisdiction is directly relevant 
to intelligence would have an assigned number of clearances should be 
explored. We doubt that the Congress will legislate such a system, but 

we believe there might be acquiescence in a system proposed by the 
Executive Branch if properly presented and negotiated with the leadership. 
We also think additional avenues should be explored: restricting the 
number of committees which may request and/or store intelligence; application 
of the disclosure provisions of the intelligence committees' resolutions to 
Congress as a whole; and restricting the dissemination of intelligence 
beyond the committees authorized to receive it. 


I believe it would be useful to do the necessary groundwork for changes 
in the current system during the coming Congressional adjournment. 


STAT 


Daniel J. Murphy 
Admiral, USN (Ret) 
Deputy 
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